Belcher named Western Carolina chancellor; Newman retires at Shorter by University, Furman
Furman Magazine
Volume 54
Issue 2 Summer 2011 Article 26
6-1-2011
Belcher named Western Carolina chancellor;
Newman retires at Shorter
Furman University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
This Article is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for inclusion in Furman
Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines. For more information,
please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.
Recommended Citation
University, Furman (2011) "Belcher named Western Carolina chancellor; Newman retires at Shorter," Furman Magazine: Vol. 54 : Iss.
2 , Article 26.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol54/iss2/26
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Financial Advisors. The award recognizes 
excellence and achievement in the insur-
ance and !nancial services !eld. Peter 
works with National Financial Services 
Group.
BIRTH: Jesse and Katherine Ellison 
Lile, a daughter, Ellis Ann, January 1, 
Blacksburg, Va.
07
Megan Barnes has joined the law of!ce 
of Bass, Berry & Sims PLC in Memphis, 
Tenn., in the !rm’s corporate and securities 
practice. She earned her law degree magna 
cum laude from Wake Forest University.
Emmanuel Chandler earned his Doctor 
of Medicine degree from the Medical 
University of South Carolina in Charleston 
and will complete his residency in pediatrics 
at MUSC’s Children’s Hospital.
Daniella Fergusson graduated from 
the University of British Columbia in 2010 
with a Master of Arts degree in planning. 
She is planning assistant at HB Lanarc, 
a Vancouver-based planning, landscape 
architecture and sustainability consulting 
!rm.
Austin Holmes has earned a Master 
of International Business Administration 
degree from Nova Southeastern University 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Jennifer Jenkins graduated from Purdue 
University School of Veterinary Medicine 
and is licensed to practice in Florida and 
Indiana. She is practicing small-animal 
medicine in the Jacksonville, Fla., area.
Kathryn Melton graduated from the 
physician assistant program at St. Louis 
University in December and is practicing 
family medicine in Charlotte, N.C.
Lois Montague graduated in the top 
15 percent of her class from the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center School of 
Medicine May 27. She was inducted into 
Alpha Omega Alpha, Phi Kappa Phi and 
Gold Humanism honor societies. As a 
senior she edited the school’s monthly 
newsletter and was selected Associated 
Student Body Student of the Year for 
her service to the student body and 
community. She is now at the University 
of Chicago continuing her training to 
become an otolaryngologist. 
Kartikeya Singh published a paper titled 
“India’s Emissions in a Climate Constrained 
World” in the journal Energy Policy. Having 
earned his Master of Environmental Science 
degree from the Yale University School of 
Forestry & Environmental Studies, he has 
begun a doctoral program at the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University in Medford, Mass.
Abby Sprau completed a master’s degree 
in international policy at Florida State 
University and is now working in South 
Africa with the Peace Corps.
MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Fulmer and 
Charles Devin Eakes, Jr., December 18. 
Elizabeth earned a Doctor of Dental 
Medicine degree from the Medical 
University of South Carolina in Charleston 
and is pursuing her residency there, with 
a specialty in orthodontics. Devin is an 
investigator for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration. 
Mary Ellen Suitt and Brian Montgomery 
Barnwell, March 26. They live in Columbia, 
S.C., where she is a health and wellness 
coordinator for Colonial Life Insurance 
Company and he is an associate with 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough law 
!rm.   
BIRTH: Paris and Jennifer Ward 
Cornwell, a son, Desmond Michael, 
November 29, Knoxville, Tenn. Jennifer 
earned a Master of Public Health degree 
from the University of Tennessee and works 
as executive director of Bridge Refugee 
Services, Inc. 
08
Gordon Hicken is an instructor 
of percussion at Chipola College and 
a graduate teaching assistant at Florida 
State University in Tallahassee.
Samantha Smith received her Master 
of Education degree from the University 
of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas, and has 
accepted an elementary teaching position 
at the American International School of 
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Courtney Stewardson has been named 
assistant volleyball coach at Furman. 
She previously worked as an assistant 
coach at Radford University in Virginia and 
as a graduate assistant at the University 
of Delaware.
MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Goss and 
Matt Kuhn, May 28. Elizabeth is a staff 
assistant for former Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld. Matt recently graduated 
from Columbia University School of Law 
and accepted an associate position with 
the Jones Day !rm in Washington, D.C.
Lauren Hyland and Garrett Schneider 
’09, May 29. They live in Neptune Beach, 
Fla. Garrett is employed by Acosta, and 
Lauren works for Johnson & Johnson.
BIRTH: Josh and Meggie Eisen-
Berkeley Simmons, a son, Grayson 
Michael, June 6. They live in Brooklyn, N.Y.
09
Abby Elsener has been hired as 
communications associate with Cristofoli-
Keeling, Inc., a marketing communications 
!rm in Cincinnati, Ohio. She has been 
an international student advisor at the 
ELS Language Center in Cincinnati and is 
co-author of Seed to Table, a cookbook 
focused on organic and urban micro-
farming and developed as a fundraiser 
for Abalimi Bezekhaya, an agriculture and 
environmental action association in South 
Africa. 
Jade Lawson of Charleston, S.C., 
a communications assistant with Spoleto 
Festival USA, received a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the College 
of Charleston. She also earned a Certi!cate 
in Arts Management.
Kathleen McKinney lives in London, 
England, and is a graduate intern in the 
textile department at Christie’s, the !ne 
art auctioneer company.
Brent Trapana has been named 2011–12 
editor-in-chief of the Nova Law Review of 
Nova Southeastern University Law Center 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Jason Williams has been elected 
co-president of the Student National 
Medical Association chapter at the 
Medical University of South Carolina 
in Charleston. SNMA is a student-run 
organization focused on the needs and 
concerns of medical students of color.
MARRIAGES: Blair Bouknight and 
Brett Boyle Brading, March 26. 
They live in Greenville. Blair teaches at 
Woodland Elementary School, and Brett 
is employed by The Parker Company.
Evan Dingle and Jodi Schneidewind, 
May 14. Both are medical students at the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia.
10
Ashley Baker has been promoted to 
account executive at Jeff Dezen Public 
Relations in Greenville.
MARRIAGES: Christian Ayers and 
Becca Foehring, May 28. They live in 
Memphis, Tenn., where Christian attends 
law school at the University of Memphis.
Pia Marie Louise Landis and Samuel 
Wyatt Chocklett, May 21. They live in 
Nashville, Tenn.
Mary Lashbrook Matthews (M.A.) 
and Grady Siler Patterson IV, April 16. 
She is a teacher in Greenville County 
and he is controller for Titan Real Estate 
Investment Group.
Rob Mitchell and Katie White, 
May 21. Both are graduate students 
at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. 
She is in law school, and he is pursuing 
a Master of Music Education degree.
DAVID O. BELCHER, a 1979 Furman graduate who had been provost and 
vice chancellor for academic affairs at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock, 
became chancellor of Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, N.C., on 
July 1. He succeeded John W. Bardo, who retired after 16 years at WCU.
In announcing the appointment, Tom Ross, president of the University 
of North Carolina system, said that Belcher “brings to the task more than 
two decades of academic 
and leadership experience 
at highly respected public 
universities. He has proven 
to be an energetic and 
effective leader who 
encourages strategic 
thinking, promotes 
collaboration and inclu-
siveness, and makes student 
success a university-wide 
responsibility.”
A native of Barnwell, 
S.C., Belcher earned his 
Furman degree in piano 
performance. He went on 
to attain a master’s degree 
at the University of Michigan and a doctorate at the University of Rochester’s 
Eastman School of Music.
He began his academic career in 1988 at Missouri State University, where 
he was coordinator of keyboard studies and dean of the College of Arts and 
Letters. He moved to Arkansas-Little Rock in 2003.
Belcher’s wife, Susan, is a talented vocalist who taught at UALR.
In a meeting with Western Carolina faculty and staff in April, Belcher 
credited the chancellor at UALR, Joel Anderson, with providing him “leadership 
opportunities that most provosts don’t get to have” — including fundraising, 
chairing the institution’s NCAA recerti!cation effort, and responsibility for 
campus-wide strategic planning.
He also pointed to his upbringing as the son of a minister and a teacher 
as key factors in his career choices. “My parents made me as a kid get up 
in front of people and speak in public,” he said. “They have a passion for 
education. They have a passion for high standards. They have a passion 
for a fundamental commitment to other people. Those things undergirded 
my childhood and teenage years.”
Belcher comes from a loyal Furman family. His parents, Posey and 
Jean Orr Belcher, graduated in 1954 and 1953, respectively, and his siblings 
are Philip ’82, Elizabeth Belcher Mixon ’87 and Miriam Belcher Ponder ’91. 
The Belcher children have endowed an organ recital series at Furman in honor 
of their parents.
BELCHER NAMED WESTERN CAROLINA CHANCELLOR; NEWMAN RETIRES AT SHORTER .............................
WHEN HAROLD NEWMAN retired as president of Shorter University 
May 31, he left a legacy of service and accomplishment.
Newman, a 1965 Furman graduate, was known for his vision and 
commitment on the campus in Rome, Ga., where he was a teacher and 
administrator for 26 years, the last six as president. Under his leadership, the 
Southern Baptist institution achieved university status, created a number of 
new programs, weathered the recent 
economic upheaval and stabilized its 
!nances, and boosted enrollment.
Nelson Price, chair of Shorter’s 
board, said Newman “peerlessly served 
Shorter through a new ‘golden age’ of 
academic, spiritual, physical and athletic 
advancement . . . while serving the total 
communities of Rome and Floyd County 
in many community enterprises.”
After earning his Furman degree 
in music, Newman completed a Master 
of Church Music degree in piano 
performance at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a Doctor 
of Education degree at the University 
of Tennessee. He taught at North 
Greenville College (now University) and at Andrew College before moving 
to Shorter as provost in 1985.
In an interview with the Rome News-Tribune, Newman cited a number 
of highlights from his years at the school, including:
" Transition to university status, completed in 2010.
"  Creation of a program for adult students, which now has 2,000 enrolled, 
and a nursing program.
" Development of an international studies program which today takes 
students to six continents, and expansion of the athletics program 
 to 21 teams.
" Recognition among top college guides as a “best value” and leading 
Southeastern baccalaureate college.
" Launch of an 18,000-square-foot library expansion.
" Growth of the student body from 900 to 1,500 students.
Newman told the newspaper, “I hope [Shorter] will be remembered as 
a strong academic school that also celebrates a strong program of athletics 
and is poised for a bright future. I hope they think of me as someone who has 
integrity personally and professionally . . . [who is] committed to the university 
and making it the best I can.”
Donald Dowless, former vice president for academics at North Greenville 
University, succeeds Newman as president.
 David Belcher (left) and Harold Newman were both music majors at Furman.
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